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Year 11 English 
2023 

Transition Book 
 

This booklet will contribute to Unit 1 Outcome 1 – Reading and Exploring Texts 
To complete this transition booklet, you will need to have the following resources: 

1. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  
2. an internet connection for research  

 

 



English Unit 1 and 2 Overview 
 Area of Study 1: 

Reading and exploring texts 
Area of Study 2: 

Crafting texts 

U
ni

t 1
 

You will study  
• Fahrenheit 451 – by Ray 

Bradbury 
 
You will write 

• A personal response to the 
text 

 
 
 

You will study: 
• Three mentor texts: 

o Stolen – Jane Harrison 
o Montana – Larry Watson 
o Poetry 

You will write: 
• Two texts 
• A description of your writing 

process  

 Area of Study 1: 
Reading and exploring texts 

Area of Study 2: 
Exploring argument 

U
ni

t 2
 

You will study: 
• Twelve Angry Men – Reginald 

Rose 
 
You will write: 

• An analytical essay on the text 

You will produce: 
• An analysis of the use of 

argument and persuasive 
language and techniques in 
persuasive texts 

 
You will produce: 

• An oral presentation of a point 
of view on a local or national 
issue 

 

  
  
  
  
You will be currently working on this 
section here: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2008 young adult literature has been dominated by dystopian post-apocalyptic 
novels, fuelled in part by the success of The Hunger Games. Most young adults know about 
Katniss Everdeen and her struggle against the Capitol, which controls the country through 
state-sanctioned terror.  

Fahrenheit 451, published in 1953, has also had immense popularity. It has over five million 
copies in print and has recently climbed again to the New York Times bestseller list. Like The 
Hunger Games, it is a dystopian novel that explores what can go wrong when a government 
becomes too controlling of its citizens. 



This novel will connect you to themes of totalitarianism, alienation, and the individual’s 
struggle to find meaning in life. The novel explores the divided psyche of Montag, who 
gradually becomes aware of the loss of human feeling in society, and of his own unthinking 
acceptance of what he has been told. He comes to realize that his work as a fireman who 
burns books helps enable a government that restricts public discourse and authentic 
personal relationships to exercise control of its citizens.  

 

About Ray Bradbury 

 
Ray Bradbury, who died June 5, 2012, at the age of ninety-one, enjoyed a seventy year 
career, starting in 1938 when he published his first short story in a fan magazine. By 1943 he 
was writing full time and in 1950 he published The Martian Chronicles, which established his 
reputation as a science fiction writer. Soon television and comic book adaptations of his 
stories appeared. Fahrenheit 451, published in 1953, eventually became a modern classic 
and has been continuously in print ever since. It was originally written and published in 1951 
in a shorter version in Galaxy Science Fiction called “The Fireman.” The period of the 1950s 
and 1960s were richly productive for Bradbury.  

Watch the following video below to understand some context of Bradbury’s novel: 

Why you should read Fahrenheit 451 – TED-ed https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMZcp0EQO2s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMZcp0EQO2s


Before reading: 

Complete these activities before you start reading to develop your contextual 
understanding of the text. By completing these sections, you will be able to 

pinpoint your learning whilst you are reading and have an in-depth 
understanding of Fahrenheit 451. 

What’s Your Opinion? 

Mark the following statements below as True (T) or False (F).  

 

• Television is a great source of news about important issues facing the Australian 
people. (T/F) 
 

• Most people in Australia spend most of their free time watching TV. (T/F) 
 

• Control of citizens by the government is fine if it reduces conflict and violence in a 
country. (T/F) 
 

• Censorship of books is really not an issue today. (T/F) 
 

• The great books are essential to enabling humans to be truly happy. (T/F) 
 

• True happiness consists of having fun with friends. (T/F) 
 

• The average person in the Australia is rich compared to the average in other 
countries. (T/F) 
 

• Differences in wealth among countries is a source of bitterness and war. (T/F) 
 

• Watching or playing sports is actually more important than conversations about 
ideas or world affairs. (T/F) 
 

• Advances in technology have made life richer and people happier in Australia (T/F) 
 

• People who resist government policies which they think are wrong should be valued 
by society. (T/F) 

 

 

 



Highlight one statement you strongly agree with and one statement you strongly disagree 
with. Write a paragraph on each explaining your opinion. 

An opinion I strongly agree with is that 
___________________________________________________________________________
______________________________because______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

An opinion I strongly disagree with is that 

___________________________________________________________________________
______________________________because______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Before Reading: Background Context 

 
 
Watch the following video and answer the questions in full and in your own words. 
Do not copy and paste information from the internet: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coNWVOZmrQQ 
1. Describe the incident that inspired Bradbury to write ‘The Pedestrian’. 
2.  Which two countries mentioned in the video experienced major book burning 

events in the early 20th century? 
• 
• 
 
3. Which group did Senator McCarthy seek to eliminate in 1950s America? 
a) Pedestrians 
b) Communists 
c) University students 
d) Novelists 
 
4. Works by Mark Twain and Herman Melville were among the 30 000 __________ 
that McCarthy demanded be removed from __________ shelves, due to his claim 
that they had been infiltrated by _______________ literature. 
 
5. Explain some of the effects that economic prosperity had on media consumption 
in the US after World War II. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coNWVOZmrQQ


 
6. Between 1950 and 1958 in the US, the number of registered cars on the road 
increased from __________ million to more than __________ million.  
 
7. What was Bradbury’s view of the trends emerging in the US that seemed idyllic to 
some?  
 
8. Explain the term ‘utopia’. 
 
9. What are the characteristics of a dystopian society? 
 
10. Name three common elements of dystopian literature. 

•  
 

•  
 

•  

Before Reading: Connect to Self 

What kind of reading, viewing, and other activities do you enjoy to “take your mind off 
things”?  Read each group of related activities below.  Put a number in the appropriate 
column to indicate when you last read, saw, or did each thing, and how many times you 
have done it within that time period.  Then look for a pattern in your preferences.   
 

Activity This Week During the Past 
Month 

During the past 6 
Months 

WATCHING TV / WEB 
 
Cartoons    

Game shows    

Talk shows    

Situation comedies    

Soap operas    

Dramas    

Sports    

Reality shows    



 
READING 

(print or web) 
 

Activity This week This month The past 6 months 

Sports magazines    

Entertainment 
magazines 

   

Fashion magazines    

Comic books    

Spy/adventure novels    

Romance novels    

Mystery novels    

Science 
fiction/fantasy novels 

   

Other of your choice    

OTHER 

Going to concerts    

Listening to 
streaming 

   

Attending sports 
events 

   

Playing video games    

Doing puzzles eg: 
crossword 

   

Talking on the 
phone/texting 

   

 
 



Reflection:  Would your school be a better or a worse place if some of the activities and 
materials from the lists above were added to the regular school curriculum? Explain why 
each would make school better.  Also explain how using these activities would relate to the 
standards and skills students need to learn. 

Before Reading: Technology Advances 
Directions:  List new technologies that have been invented and/or taken root since 1953, 
when the book was first published.  Next to each item on the list, should indicate both the 
benefits and the drawbacks of each technology. 

 

Technology since 1953 Pros Cons 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 



Before Reading: Twentieth/Twenty-First Centuries 
The twentieth and twenty-first centuries have been ages of mass political movements, mass 
media, mass entertainment, and mass consumption.  Our society depends heavily on two 
modern inventions—the television and the automobile.  Think about these inventions.  Then 
list the positive and negative effects of each on society.  

 

Television: 

Positive Effects Negative Effects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cars/Vehicles 

Positive Effects Negative Effects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflect: If all automobiles and televisions (computers, and other electronic 
devices with screens) suddenly vanished, how would your life change?  What 
would you do for entertainment and transportation? 
 

 

During reading: 

1) In the beginning pages, there is a quote by Juan Ramon Jiminez saying “If they give 
you ruled paper, write the other way’. What do you think this quote means, in 
context with what we have learned so far? 

 

PART ONE: The Hearth and the Salamander 

1) “With his symbolic helmet numbered 451 on his stolid head”. (p9) 
 
 Explain the symbolic nature of his helmet. 
 
Define “stolid” in your own words. 
 
 

2) What do we know about the protagonist so far? Does he love or hate his job? Give 3 
quotes as evidence (p. 10) 
 
 

3) What does the “salamander on his arm and the phoenix-disc on his chest” represent 
symbolically? (p. 12) 

 

4) We are introduced to Clarisse McClellan. She says “I’m seventeen and I’m crazy. My 
uncle says the two always go together… seventeen and insane”. What does this tell 
us about the relationships between the youth and older generation? (p. 14) 
 

5) Clarisse says “I’m not afraid of you at all… so many people are. Afraid of firemen… 
but you’re just a man, after all…” (p. 14) 
 
Why do you think people are afraid of firemen? What is Montag doing to make them 
afraid?  
 
How does this differ from the way we see firemen in our society? Why isn’t Clarisse 
afraid? 



6) Read their interaction on page 15 and answer the following questions: 
 
How old is Montag? 
 
What is against the law and what is exactly Montag’s job? 
 
What kind of time do you believe the text is set in? What information is there to 
support your assumption? 
 

7) Clarisse says to Montag “you laugh when I haven’t been funny and you answer right 
off. You never stop to think about what I have asked you.” What does this tell you 
about who Montag is as a person? (p. 15) 
 

8) “I sometimes think drivers don’t know what grass is or flowers, because they never 
see them slowly… My uncle drove slowly on the highway once. He drove forty miles 
an hour and they jailed him for two days.” (p. 16) 
 
Convert 40 miles per hour to kilometres per hour 
 
What does this comment tell you about the society they live in? 
 

9) Why is Montag “uneasy” about how much Clarisse thinks? (p. 16) 
 

10) “He was not happy. He said the words to himself. He recognised this as the true state 
of affairs. He wore his happiness like a mask and the girl had run off across the lawn 
with the mask and there was no way of going to knock on her door and ask for it 
back” (p. 20) 
 
What does this mean? What other types of symbolic masks do people wear? 
 
Do you wear a mask of your own? 
 

11) Trigger warning on page 22: mention of attempted suicide. 
Mildred (Montag’s wife) had taken a bottle of 30 sleeping tablets at once where 
Montag had to call the emergency services to come and use “two machines” on his 
wife. The machine operator says “we get these cases nine or ten a night”. What does 
this tell you about the society that they live in? Where Montag is not “happy” and 
Mildred is overdosing? 
 

12) On page 28 and 29, Mildred and Montag are having a conversation about the night 
before. He does not tell her about her overdose. Do you agree with this decision and 
why/why not? 
 



13) Read up until halfway of page 31. Montag eventually tells his wife about what 
happened but she refuses to believe it. What does this description tell you about 
Montag’s wife? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  
 

14) Clarisse says: “How did it start? How did you get into it? How did you pick your work 
and how did you happen to think to take the job you have? You’re not like the 
others. I’ve seen a few; I know. When I talk, you look at time. When I said something 
about the moon, you looked at the moon, last night. The others would never do that. 
The others would walk off and leave me talking. Or threaten me. No one has time 
any more for anyone else. You’re one of the few who put up with me. That’s why I 
think it’s so strange you’re a fireman. It just doesn’t seem right for you, somehow.” 
(p. 34) 
 
What do we learn about Montag in Clarisse’s description of him? What do we learn 
about this society in general from her comment? 

 

15) Montag has alluded to the “ventilator grille in the hall at home and what lay hidden 
behind” several times. What do you predict is in the grille? (pages 18 and 39). What 
could possibly be the thing that is setting off “the Hound”? 
 
 

16) Montag says to his Captain, Beatty, that he wouldn’t want to be the Hound’s “next 
victim” and Beatty responds with “Why? You got a guilty conscience about 
something?” What do you think this means? Do you think Montag has felt guilt at 
this point in the text? (page 39) 
 

17) Read the following passage from Clarisse: 

“I’m antisocial, they say. I don’t mix. It’s so strange. I’m very social indeed. It all depends on what you 
mean by social, doesn’t it? Social to me means talking to you about things like this.’ She rattled some 
chestnuts that had fallen off the tree in the front yard. ‘Or talking about how strange the world is. 
Being with people is nice. But I don’t think it’s social to get a bunch of people together and then not 
let them talk, do you? An hour of TV class, an hour of basketball or baseball or running, another hour 
of transcription history or painting pictures, and more sports, but do you know, we never ask 
questions, or at least most don’t; they just run the answers at you, bing, bing, bing, and us sitting 
there for four more hours of film teacher. That’s not social to me at all. It’s a lot of funnels and a lot 
of water poured down the spout and out the bottom, and them telling us it’s wine when it’s not. They 
run us so ragged by the end of the day we can’t do anything but go to bed or head for a Fun Park to 
bully people around, break windowpanes in the Window Smasher place or wreck cars in the Car 
Wrecker place with the big steel ball. Or go out in the cars and race on the streets, trying to see how 
close you can get to lampposts, playing “chicken” and “knock hub-caps.” I guess I’m everything they 
say I am, all right. I haven’t any friends. That’s supposed to prove I’m abnormal. But everyone I know 
is either shouting or dancing around like wild or beating up one another. Do you notice how people 
hurt each other nowadays?” (41-42) 



What is Clarisse saying about the society she lives in? Why don’t people “ask questions”? Do 
you think that her commentary is a reflection of youth today? Explain why or why not. 

 

18) It is stated that all the firemen look the same (page 46). What is the significance of 
this? 
 

19) What kind of history was provided to Montag when asking his colleagues about the 
history of firemen? (page 48) What might this say about how history is recorded and 
retold? 
 

20)  After the burning of Mrs. Blakes home, the firemen are driving back to the station. 
Why do you think some of them are rattled? 
 
 

21) What does it mean that “his hands had been infected” and that “his eyes were 
beginning to feel hunger”? What has made him feel this way? 
 

22)  Why do you think Montag and Mildred can’t remember where or when they met? 
 

23) Montag notes that he feels “empty” - “And he remembered thinking then that if she 
died, he was certain he wouldn’t cry. For it would be the dying of an unknown, a 
street face, a newspaper image, and it was suddenly so very wrong that he had 
begun to cry, not at death but at the thought of not crying at death, a silly empty 
man near a silly empty woman, while the hungry snake made her still more empty. 
How do you get so empty? he wondered. Who takes it out of you?” (page 59) Why 
do you think he feels this emptiness? How would you respond to his question 
regarding who took it out of him?  
 

24) Montag says to his wife “let you alone! That’s all very well…we need to not be let 
alone, We need to be really bothered once in a while. How long is it since you were 
really bothered? About something important, about something real?” (page 69). 
How is Montag’s mind changing after the burning of Mrs. Blakes home? How is 
Mildred reacting to all of this and why? 
 

25) Summarize the history of the fire department according to Beatty. (pages 70-82) 
According to Beatty, what caused the rules behind the banning of books? What are 
some interesting things that are said that you may connect with, agree with or 
disagree with? 
 
 
 
 
 



26) Re read Beatty’s commentary: 
 
 “With school turning out more runners, jumpers, racers, tinkerers, grabbers, snatchers, 
fliers, and swimmers instead of examiners, critics, knowers, and imaginative creators, the 
word 'intellectual' of course, became the swear word it deserved to be. You always dread the 
unfamiliar. Surely you remember the boy in your own school class who was exceptionally 
'bright,' did most of the reciting and answering while the others sat like so many leaden idols, 
hating him. And wasn't it this bright boy you selected for beatings and tortures after hours? 
Of course it was. We must all be alike. Not everyone born free and equal, as the Constitution 
says, but everyone made equal. Each man the image of every other; then all are happy, for 
there are no mountains to make them cower, to judge 3 themselves against. So! A book is a 
loaded gun in the house next door. Burn it. Take the shot from the weapon. Breach man’s 
mind. Who knows who might be the target of the well-read man?” (page 76-77)  
 

Based on this passage alone, how would you characterize Beatty? According to Beatty, what 
type of student should be valued and why? Why do you think Beatty feels that “we must all 
be alike?” Do you see examples of this same mentality in our society today? Are there 
specific examples you can think of?  

27) According to Beatty, what are firemen tasked with? Should society have “custodians 
of our peace of mind”, “official censors, judges and executors” who protect us from 
“understandable and rightful dread of being inferior”? Explain. 
 

28) How does Beatty justify the burning of books?  
 
“…Someone’s written a book on tobacco and cancer of the lungs? The cigarette people are 
weeping? Burn the book. Serenity, Montag. Peace, Montag. Take your flight outside. Better 
yet, into the incinerator. Funerals are unhappy and pagan? Eliminate them, too. Five minutes 
after a person is dead he’s on his way to the Big Flue, the Incinerators serviced by helicopters 
all over the country. Ten minutes after death a man’s a speck of black dust. Let’s not quibble 
over individuals with memoriums. Forget them. Burn all, burn everything. Fire is bright and 
fire is clean.” (page 78) 

What ensures that our government cannot instate similar practices as those addressed in 
this passage, such as laws against funerals or mandatory book burnings? Can you allow 
freedom of speech or expression when there are so many different opinions and views? 
How do you know which one is the “right” one? 

29) How does the destruction of books lead to more happiness and equality, according 
to Beatty? Does his lecture to Montag on the rights of man sound like any rhetoric 
still employed today? 
 

30) Why is Montag so upset by Clarisse’s absence? 
 



31) Why does Beatty say Clarisse is better off dead? How was Clarisse different from the 
majority of people Montag meets? 
 

32) According to Beatty, how can people be given happiness and peace? (page 80) 
 
 “If you don’t want a house built, hide the nails and wood. If you don’t want a man unhappy 
politically, don’t give him two sides to a question to worry him; give him one. Better yet, give 
him none. Let him forget there is such a thing as war. If the government is inefficient, top 
heavy, and tax-mad, better it be all those than that people worry over it. Peace, Montag. 
Give the people contests they win by remembering the words to more popular songs or the 
names of state capitals or how much corn Iowa grew last year. Cram them full of 
noncombustible data, chock them so damned full of ‘facts’ they feel stuffed, but absolutely 
‘brilliant’ with information. Then they’ll feel they’re thinking, they’ll get a sense of motion 
without moving. And they’ll be happy, because facts of that sort don’t change…” (page 80) 
 
What is Beatty advocating for? What is your opinion of his solution for happiness 
and peace? 
 

33) What do you think the purpose of Beatty’s visit with Montag was? If you were 
Montag, how would you be feeling after this visit? 
 

34) What does the absence of front porches in the design of homes symbolize? (page 83) 
 

35)  Clarisse had described a past that Montag has never known: one with front porches, 
gardens, and rocking chairs. What do these items have in common, and how might 
their removal have encouraged Montag's repressive society?  
 

36) Why is Mildred so upset by the books? (67)  
 

37) Montag’s television includes headphones called “seashells.” The “wall to wall circuit” 
allows Mildred to enter the “play” and, therefore, the television programming. How 
does the technology within the novel compare to our current technology? Based on 
your reading of this first section, does technology improve the quality of life for 
Montag and Mildred? Why or why not? 
 

38) “Here now” said Montag. “We’ll start over again, at the beginning”. Summarise your 
thoughts of Part 1 of the text. How have you connected to it? What links can you 
find in modern society?  


