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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends of Hallam College,

The last of the Year 12 Exams was held on Wednesday. This finalises the 
processes for our current year 12 students with VCE Unit 3 and 4 students 
completing all outcomes and exams and VCAL students finalising essential 
learning tasks. A small number of students are completing Units of Competency 
for their VET units. These will be completed by late November. 

The ability to hold a graduation ceremony for our Year 12 students has now 
been endorsed by the Department of Education with the final ritual of their time 
at school to be held in the Agora at Doveton College. I am looking forward to the 
event, one of the few that our students have been able to engage in during the last 
18 months. 

The Year 11 and 10 students are now finalising their studies for 2021. Exams 
will be held for all Year 10 and VCE Unit 2 students beginning next Friday – 25th 
November. Students in VCAL will be completing their learning tasks and finalising 
their VET UOC’s during this time. 

All students have been provided with the exam timetable on Compass and have 
been briefed earlier this week as to the exam protocols. Students will complete 
an exam in each unit of study undertaken in Semester 2. If there are any issues 
relating to ex

Hallam Senior Secondary College – A Changing Of The Focus
College Council was briefed on the discussions currently taking place. These 
included an outline of the key areas where development needs to re vision the 
school. The areas identified were:

• School identity and philosophy  

• Curriculum provision and structure 

• Teaching and learning and the learning environment   

• Centres of Excellence and Co Curricula opportunities   

• Engagement Pride and Culture   

• Knowing the student, wellbeing, support, learning needs   

• Professional links, partnerships and staff development   

• Marketing and community  

• Transition and links to Doveton and Timbarra   

• Audit and Compliance   

• Facilities and Resources  

While the work on developing the new focus will continue into 2022, the readiness 
for the programs in 2022 is also taking place. 

Greg McMahon  
Principal

Hallam Values: 
Relationships
•   Interactions which are positive

•   Demonstrating empathy toward 
others.

•   Valuing and celebrating 
achievements 

•   Building strong connections with 
teachers, students and the college 
community
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Feedback
We welcome feedback from students, families and members of the community. This information allows us to see where 
our strengths lie and also the areas in which we should seek to improve. 
Please email Business Manager, Jason Patten at: Jason.Patten@education.vic.gov.au or call 9703 1266. 

Changes to Covid Regulations at Schools 
The Victorian Government has announced important 
changes to the management of COVID-19 cases and close 
contacts in schools and other settings as we reach the 90% 
double dose milestone for eligible people in the coming days.

Changes to management of cases and close contacts 

The following changes are effective from 11.59pm on 
Thursday 18 November and apply both to new cases, and 
new and existing close contacts.

The most important change is that non-household contacts 
will now only be required to quarantine until they complete 
a standard PCR test and receive a negative result. The 
Department of Health will no longer send a text to confirm 
the quarantine requirements of contacts. This applies to 
all students and staff who are identified as a school-based 
contact (formerly primary close contacts or PCCs) and listed 
on the web-based form you submit following notification of a 
confirmed case at your school. 

All contacts (staff and students) can return to school 
after they have provided evidence of a negative standard 
PCR to their school. All contacts should follow the strong 
recommendation that they complete five days of rapid 
antigen testing each morning before attending school. 

Contacts will receive a pack of 5 tests from the PCR testing 
location and should take the test each day before school 
until they run out. Schools will no longer distribute rapid 
antigen testing kits. Instead, these will be available for 
collection from standard PCR testing centres at the time a 
student or staff member attends for the standard PCR test. 

Any student or staff who return a positive rapid antigen test 
result must notify the school and immediately get a standard 
PCR test. In exceptional circumstances the Department of 
Health may determine that contacts in significant school 
outbreaks are still required to quarantine for 7 days. In this 
scenario, students will be notified directly of any additional 
quarantine arrangements.

 Other changes are:

• Confirmed cases will now complete 10 days of isolation 
instead of 14.

• Vaccinated household close contacts will complete 7 
days rather than 14 days of quarantine. This includes 
unvaccinated children under 12 years, if all members 
of their household over 12 years are vaccinated. Other 
unvaccinated household contacts will be required to 
complete 14 days of quarantine.  

• For schools with students and staff who are currently 
under existing quarantine requirements, the above 
arrangements apply and they will be able to return to 
school immediately with evidence of a negative PCR test.

Masks 

• Face masks will now only be required by staff, visitors 
and Grades 3 to 6 students in an indoor space within a 
primary school (or schools which have primary students 
such as P-12 school).
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Studio Arts Graduates 2021
The students in Studio Arts explored a wide range of themes throughout their final year in the art room.  The individual ideas 
communicated within their artworks were Culture, Fashion, Architecture, Fear as an Emotion, Racism and Terrorism, and 
Body Issues, Gender Equality and Diversity. For more information please visit our website.
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Fruit Trees
The Year 12 Outdoor and Environmental Studies class were provided a graduation gift thanks to a contribution from Bunnings 
Warehouse Dandenong. Each student received a fruit tree to plant in the school kitchen garden. Students planted these on 
the completion of their final exam with Mr Boyer and Ann from Bunnings Warehouse. The produce from these trees will be 
used for years to come with our kitchen operations classes offered at Hallam. 

Congratulations on completing your studies and we look forward to welcoming you back on site in the future, hopefully with 
some fruit to enjoy from your own tree.


