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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students,
On Friday evening of last week, I had this newsletter ready to send to parents 
and students. It was  to be uploaded and shared on Sunday evening.  By Sunday 
lunchtime, the information relating to the return to school was outdated and 
needing adjusting. The nature of this constant and daily change reflects the world 
we are living in and is just one of the many challenges all schools and families have 
to contend with. 
On Sunday the Premier announced the return to school for Year 11 and 10 
students had been brought forward. Restrictions that were to be lifted on Tuesday 
26 October will now be lifted from Friday October 22nd. 
For secondary schools, year 11 students will now attend fulltime from 
Friday October 22nd. Year 10 will also attend onsite on Friday October 
22nd and then have Thursdays and Fridays at school until a full time 
return on November 4th.  
While we get ready to welcome back Year 10 and 11 students, at the same time 
and ironically we farewell our Year 12 students. Their return to school has been for 
the three weeks. The smile on faces and the response from them upon their return 
to school reflected their thinking that  “they were well and truly over remote”. 
As teachers, this was so gratifying to hear with students missing their friends, 
missing school and even missing class. What they and we as teachers have taken 
for granted is now something we cherish – being able to learn with others in the 
classroom. 
The move back to school-based learning for the Year 12’s saw the following:
• During the first week of Term 4, the General Achievement Test (GAT) was held 

with approximately 100 Year 12 students completed the 3 hour examination. 
• The next day saw the Year 12 students return to school for classes. 
For nearly 200 students in Year 12, this will be their last week together as a cohort. 
And while the VCAL and VET students will continue lessons until later this month, 
the VCE Unit 4 students will finalise classes today -Tuesday with their final day on 
Wednesday. 
To think that when they started their VCE/VCAL, the world was such a different 
place. They would have seen these years as one of study, 18th birthdays, formals, 
sport, performances and assessments. Albeit it was not to be – 250 days away 
from school with remote learning and the inability to participate in any of the rites 
of passage. 
Even now the VCE exams may not be as simple as one would expect. Covid 
cases, the need to have break out rooms for close contacts – I’m sure this is not 
going to be a simple case of turn up and do the exams. 

Hallam Values: 
Resilience 
• Active and positive participation
• Where constructive feedback is 

expected as part of our growth
• A college and individual confidence 

of never giving up
• A college wide philosophy of “what 

we walk by is what we accept”



2    |    Linking Learning and Life

Facemasks
The wearing of facemasks and social distancing to and from 
school and while at school is not only a regulation for all our 
students and staff but also an important social consideration. 
As I have said to students, the nature of the infection rate 
has changed since last year with young people being 
impacted by COVID. Not only do they have the risk of being 
affected and infected, it’s the staff, other students and their 
parents and grandparents who they live with, that could be 
severely impacted by any transference. Wearing facemasks 
and social distancing supports everyone’s wellbeing and 
health.    

Consideration of Disadvantage 
One of the significant issues has been the uncertainty of how 
senior certificates will be completed and how the level of 
disruption to learning will be recognised. The Consideration 
of Disadvantage process is now being reviewed for all 
students undertaking VCE, VCAL and VETis. 
Our leadership team is reviewing the progress of each 
student and will apply the maximum level of C of D 
appropriate for each student. As part of the process, 
students also indicate the level of impact COVID has had on 
their ability to complete their studies. Ms Haughey has led 
the students through this process. 

A Safer Learning Environment 
The uncertainty of the times has made even this simple 
action of returning to school complex with the need to 
ensure student and staff safety. This has been done with a 
series of actions put in place to render as safe a learning 
environment as possible. The actions include:
• All staff are vaccinated or have a medical exemption 
• All rooms have maximised ventilation 
• Routine cleaning has been focused on sanitising areas of 

high use
• Normal school programs including assemblies and 

indoor sports have been cancelled.
• All students, staff and any visitors to the college are 

expected to meet face mask and sign in requirements. 
• Exams for VCE Units 3/4 have been planned to meet 

stricter requirements 
• Year 10 and 11 exams have been delayed until the 

last week of November and first week of December to 
enable the majority of students to be vaccinated. 

The College rigorously follows guidelines from the 
Department of Education for any student, staff member or 
family where a positive case or close contact is identified. 

Getting Vaccinated 
The Department of Health  have new COVID-19 vaccination 
pop-up clinics and extra walk-in options at existing clinics 
to make it easy for everyone to access either a Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccine. Everyone 12 years and older is eligible to 
receive either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine.
Bookings (including school clinics) via 
https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/
 

Photography Competition
Winners have been announced in the Hampton Park Library 
Photography “Through My Eyes” competition and 3 of our 
students won in the 16-18 year old Category coming in 1st, 
2nd and 3rd. 
Congratulations to: 
1st place: Lachlan De Maio (Yr 11) 
2nd place: Ali Aullah Nazari (Yr 10) 
3rd place: Talia Lynn (Year 10)
Here is a link to view their photos.
https://www.cclc.vic.gov.au/teen-photography-competition-
2021-winners

Feedback
We welcome feedback from students, families and members of the community. This information allows us to see where 
our strengths lie and also the areas in which we should seek to improve. 
Please email Business Manager, Jason Patten at: Jason.Patten@education.vic.gov.au or call 9703 1266. 

Pellegrinis Bar by Lachlan De Maio


