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GAT - NEW DATE
VCAA has rescheduled the 
General Achievement Test 
Unit 3/4 GAT to 
August 12th at 10am. 

Hallam Values: 
Responsibility 
• A growth mindset: positive actions, 

behaviours, words and choices
• Working hard each day and to the 

best of your ability
• Meeting deadlines by completing 

all tasks on time including 
homework

• Representing the college in a 
positive manner including the 
appropriate wearing of the uniform

Term 3: A 'Sense of Urgency'
Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Hallam Senior College,

Week 1 was meant to be a smooth return to school with a focus on students 
understanding the urgency around work in term 3. What a difference a few days make.

From holidays to back at school to lockdown, all in 5 days! 

We are in a new Covid paradigm and one which will only be overcome with the ability to 
vaccinate the majority. From a time where schools were seen as safe havens because 
Covid 19 was impacting only on the older members of our society, the Delta strain has 
certainly changed the narrative and the way schools need to operate. 

The resilience required during these testing times for students, staff and the families is 
heightened after so many previous shutdowns, however the feedback we are receiving 
from many students is that they are far better prepared for home based learning this 
time. We are hoping to be back in classes next week. 

Until then, students will be contacted on a daily basis by their advocate staff member, 
and also by teachers when undertaking live classes on Webex. Not all classes are live, 
with about 50 % of classes being uploaded to Compass so that students may undertake 
the work at a time that best works for them. We understand that with many families 
having multiple children at home, the ability to have all students working at once can be 
limiting. Furthermore, the ability of senior students to assist younger siblings with their 
work is a very positive learning experience for those in their senior secondary years. 

While in shutdown and over the break, the learning environment was improved. The 
Arts – music, photography and screen and media rooms have all been painted. The 
gymnasium has had the upstairs areas converted into two spaces – a class area and a 
studio for pilates and exercise. The A block has had the final room painted and the old 
computer desks removed from surrounding areas. The front entrance of the school for 
students is being reformed with a far more professional entrance setting between the 
office and IT. 

The theme for Term 3, is a “Sense of Urgency”. Lockdown has impacted on our ability to 
have students on site but this is the case for every school. With only 10 weeks of school 
left for Year 12 students and 15 school weeks until exams for Year 11 and 10, the need 
to be organised and ensure a regular routine is in place for school and homework is 
vital.  

Students need to clarify and understand timelines for work submissions. There is no 
excuse for not completing and submitting work. All work requirements are clearly 
outlined on Compass and each class has lessons uploaded for students to follow if they 
are absent for any reason. 

Any student who needs further assistance is welcome to use the senior study areas. 
These are open from 7.30am and finally shut at 5.30pm. Staff assistance is available 
if assistance is needed. For Year 12 VCE students, tutoring groups are continuing this 
term with assistance in English and Maths being specifically available during the day 
and other assistance on demand. Please see Mrs Morgan if you wish to access tutoring 
assistance. 



2    |    Linking Learning and Life

School Review 
Last Thursday, the middle leadership team met with the 
Senior Educational Leader from the Southern Region of 
Education to discuss our College’s progress in semester 1. 
There is no doubt that the educational leader was impressed 
not only with the extent of the work being undertaken but also 
the presentation provided to her on the day. We were able to 
highlight the extensiveness of the work being undertaken at 
the college and the goals for the future. 

Counselling, Parent Teacher Nights and 
Information Evenings
With the uncertainty around future events being able to be 
conducted on site, a decision has been made to develop the 
Counselling, Parent Teacher Nights and Information Evenings 
as virtual meetings. Other events such as the Year 12 Formal 
and Try and VET Day will all be reviewed in the light of what 
is happening with Covid Safe measures at the time. The 
information sessions for Year 10 students going into Year 11 
in 2022 and Year 11 students undertaking year 12 in 2022 will 
be uploaded to the school website early this week. 

General Achievement Test – Unit 3/4 GAT
VCAA has rescheduled the Unit ¾ VCE GAT to August 12th 
at 10am. 

Welcome 
Welcome to David Pincheira who is taking on the role of VET 
Building and Construction and Construction Pathways. 

Covid Update
Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, 
all Victorian schools will continue with remote and flexible 
learning, at this stage until Tuesday 27 July. 
In the following circumstances, schools will continue to 
provide on-site supervision for those students:
• Vulnerable students who cannot learn from home and/or 

are vulnerable due to family stress
• Children where both parents and or carers are 

considered authorised workers who cannot work from 
home, work for an essential provider and where no other 
supervision arrangements can be made

Thank everyone for your ongoing support.
Yours sincerely, 
Greg McMahon 
Executive Principal  
Hallam Senior College

METS Performance:  
Activity Analysis
In the final week of Term 2, our Unit 4 VCE Physical Education 
class (plus a few other students to top up numbers) 
were involved in an Activity Analysis incursion with METS 
Performance. 
The students were required to participate in a game of 
modified soccer on our new multi-purpose courts while using 
state of the art technology to collect data.
Students used advanced heart rate monitors to track intensity 
while Xander used a VO2 mask to acquire oxygen uptake 
values. Movement patterns were recorded via GPS and a 
drone was used to provide heat maps for each student. 
All the data has been shared to students via online platforms 
and will be used primarily for teaching and learning purposes 
throughout Unit 4. The data will also be used for AOS 1 SAC. 

Feedback
We welcome feedback from students, families and 
members of the community. This information allows us to 
see where our strengths lie and also the areas in which 
we should seek to improve. 
Please email Business Manager, Jason Patten at: 
Jason.Patten@education.vic.gov.au or call 9703 1266. 

Hallam Senior College is proud to be part of the HEADSTART 
Program, an Education Department initiative designed to 
assist students to begin an Apprenticeship or Traineeship 
whilst still at school.
Congratulations to Keely and Luke who are just two of 
our students that have been successful in obtaining an 
apprenticeship as part of their studies at the college this year.
Students interested in learning more about the HEADSTART 
program can contact Greg Latham, Industry Coordinator at 
Hallam Senior College via email at: 
greg.latham@education.vic.gov.au or call into the Pathways 
Office at school.


