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Linking Learning & Life 
Welcome to Hallam Senior College and thank you for considering our college for 
your student.

Hallam Senior College provides outstanding opportunities for senior students 
in Years 10 to 12. The senior learning environment exists within a framework of 
specialisms, high expectations and pathways support.

A focus is linking learning to life and preparing young adults to confidently and 
successfully embrace their future by developing skills and attributes that set 
students up to be productive members of society and the wider community.

Hallam Senior College is a vibrant learning community built on the foundation of:
• A clearly defined and articulated educational philosophy and profile
• A diverse range of quality programs within Year 10 and the VCE, VCAL and 

VET certificates
• A significant academy structure - our Centres of Excellence: Sport, 

Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) and Innovation (Aviation, Horticulture, 
Microsoft)

• A culture based on high academic expectations, quality relationships, and 
great teaching

• Outstanding community, business, academic and industry partnerships

We are proud of our students achievements over many years. This has come about by developing an exceptional 
educational framework which shapes pathway provision for each student and sets expectations for student success.

Please contact the school through the website or a phone call to arrange a tour to learn more.

Our School Philosophy
Success For All 
Success comes in a myriad of forms. To ensure success, students need to be well organised and develop a structured 
pathway. At Hallam Senior College each student is encouraged to dream of their larger picture of success and to develop a 
plan where the smaller steps are clearly identified. 

A multiple pathway approach provides opportunities for all students. Whatever the next step, students finishing at Hallam 
Senior College will have formed a clear sense of what they want to achieve and the pathway to this outcome. Students work 
closely with the staff, professional course advisors and experts from industry to shape their choices. 

Staff are committed to student success. The quality of our teaching and support staff is excellent, making a significant 
difference to student outcomes. Targeted micro credential courses which complement the Centres of Excellence programs 
assist students to reach their potential. 

Expectations & Values
Hallam Senior College has a reputation for challenging students to work hard and be involved in a range of activities which 
help shape them as a learner and active community member. 

Readiness, Relationships, Respect, Responsibility, Resilience 
The College Values provide the foundations to shape opportunities for all students through the provision 
of high quality teaching and learning. Our focus is linking learning to life’s opportunities through  
quality teaching, high expectations and real and relevant experiences.

Introduction

“Quality teaching and learning in 
specialisms across Year 10, the 
Victorian Certificate of Education 
(VCE), Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) and Victorian Certificate 
of Applied Learning (VCAL), provide 
pathway opportunities not available at 
other schools”.

Greg McMahon, Principal



Not all students arrive at Hallam Senior College knowing 
their preferred pathway so Year 10 studies provide the 
opportunity for students to taste options and then establish 
their preferred pathway. 

Year 10 
Year 10 focuses on students incorporating independent 
learning skills, readying them for their final senior years.

The Year 10 curriculum provides opportunities to all 
students to experience new options while at the same time 
undertaking core requirements.

The Year 10 curriculum is set up in 4 areas:
• Core subjects: English and Maths.
• Core Electives: The Arts, Humanities, Science and 

Health and P.E.
• Electives: Creative and Performing Arts and Technology.
• The MAX Program: Applied Learning, social and 

personal capabilities.

The Year 10 MAX Program is undertaken by all students 
each week. The program is based on 2 aspects: 
Applied Learning - succinct 5 week rotating units to allow 
all students to experience all pathway options. 
Social Capabilities - 5 week rotating units focusing on 
personal development, communication, community and the 
world of work.

A clear and detailed pathway is developed for each student 
as they move from Year 10 to Year 11 and 12. Each year 
all Year 10 students participate in extensive counselling to 
choose units of study as part of their pathway plan for the 
senior years. Year 10 students are supported in making this 
transition to senior school by a full and rigorous interview 
and program selection program. 

All Year 10 students are encouraged to undertake work 
experience and have the opportunity to undertake some 
external vocational studies so they have a genuine exposure 
to the real world of work. 

Year 11 and 12 
Year 11 and 12 students focus on either a  VCE or VCAL 
program with many also selecting a VET program. They 
work closely with the Senior School Team to tailor their 
program. This includes the Year Level Leader, VCAL Leader 
and Pathways Leader.

Students who wish to undertake an SBAT (School Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships) may also work closely 
with the HeadSTART staff. 

Students also meet regularly with the senior administration 
team who work with them on developing their aspirations 
and meeting expectations. Students in both VCE and VCAL 
have the opportunity to undertake a range of vocational 
courses. 

Victorian Certificate Of Applied 
Learning (VCAL) 
For those students seeking an applied learning environment, 
VCAL provides an appropriate pathway. VCAL allows 
students to undertake VET based courses, school based 
apprenticeships and traineeships, develop work options and 
undertake a course of study built around literacy, numeracy 
and personal development. 

Vocational Education and 
Training in Schools (VETis) 
Hallam Senior College is one of the largest training 
providers for VETIS in the region.  It currently has more than 
150 students studying from schools across South East 
Melbourne.

Hallam Senior College is the Registered Training 
Organisation (RTO) for the majority of courses, however we 
partner with other leading education providers to deliver high 
quality training and assessment.

The Curriculum Difference 
Hallam Senior College equally values the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), Victorian Certificate Of Applied 
Learning (VCAL) and Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VETis) provision.  Our college provides a 
specialised senior school educational program, with a focus on personalising student programs across these three 
main certificates – VCE, VCAL, VET. 
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Creative and 
Performing Arts 
(CAPA) 
The CAPA program provides students 
with a fulfilling and challenging 
education that also allows them to 
further develop and enhance their 
opportunities’ to pursue a career in the 
Arts.

We aim to provide clear pathways 
that link career aspirations with 
opportunities in both school and 
the wider community. Partnership 
links with educational organisations, 
industry professionals and arts focused 
organisations are a feature of the 
program.

The CAPA program is currently built 
around Music and Dance and will 
expand as the years go on.

Students interested in becoming a 
member of the CAPA program must 
go through an application, interview 
and screening process and adhere 
to criteria set by the College and the 
Academy

Sports
The Sports program is an exciting and 
unique program that promotes school 
connectedness through sport in a 
student athlete friendly environment.

Our Sports program allows students 
to further develop and enhance their 
opportunities to pursue a career 
in sport; or move on into further 
education and training and/or work.

We employ external coaches who are 
industry leading coaches with a wealth 
of experience, many of which are 
connected to pathway programs e.g. 
NAB League.

The Sports program is currently built 
around sports that were identified 
as an integral part of Hallam and its 
surrounding communities. 

• Australian Rules Football 
(Boys & Girls)

• Basketball (Boys)
• Netball (Girls)
• Rugby League (Boys & Girls)
• Soccer (Boys)

Students interested in becoming a 
member of the Sports program must 
go through an interview and screening 
process and attend a coaching 
session with the head coach (subject 
to COVID-19 restrictions).

Innovation
The Innovation program provides the 
opportunity for those with a passion 
for aviation or horticulture to undertake 
project based opportunities working 
with industry experts.

Aviation Technology

In this program, you will be involved in 
many enjoyable activities that will build 
your skills in planning and designing, 
building and testing various types of 
model aircraft and aircraft structures 
such as gliders, powered fixed wing 
model aircraft, helicopters and drones. 

Horticulture

A year-long Horticulture program for 
students who are interested in working 
outdoors, while also learning the “how” 
and “why” behind science of the land.

Microsoft

The Microsoft program provides 
several opportunities for students to 
improve their employability skills and 
to obtain Microsoft certifications for a 
range of applications including but not 
limited to Word, Excel, Powerpoint and 
Outlook.

For more information about the 
Centres of Excellence please contact 
the College on 9703 1266 or visit the 
website at: hallamssc.vic.edu.au

Hallam Senior College provides Centres of Excellence (COE) and other programs to enrich, 
enhance, support and accelerate the learning experiences of students. 

The programs are specifically tailored to enable a wide range of students to successfully participate in the programs on offer. 
Underpinning these programs is a clear philosophical view of the educative purposes of each program. 

Meeting The Needs Of
Students With A Passion

To book a tour or to find out more information on how we can support your child’s aspirations phone 97031266 or 
register online today as places are limited.


