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Every Minute Counts
Dear Parents, Guardians, Students and Friends of Hallam Senior College,

We are half way through term 1. The next few weeks focus on assessments and 
meeting college wide learning outcomes. For many students, the first of the major 
assessments will be undertaken. It is therefore vital that students are at school, 
undertaking the prescribed homework and being ready for classroom learning by being 
at school on time. 

When talking to students about the impact of not arriving on time for a class or when 
late to school or away for a day, the cumulative effects of absences needs to be seen 
to be appreciated. Absences and lateness to classes adds up. 

For instance, 

 

It is missing the beginning minutes of a class where the information about the learning 
focus for the lesson is provided. The compounding effect is further seen when a 
student misses one day where a VETis class is undertaken. This is 4 hours of learning 
in one day. 

Being away or being late is not an option unless you are ill or there is an urgency which 
overrides school. Sleeping in is not an urgency. 

 

COVID Update
As directed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer, from 11.59pm Friday 26 February, 
face masks are no longer mandatory in all indoor spaces in the broader community. 
Masks are still required in limited indoor settings, such as public transport, commercial 
passenger vehicles and large retail settings.

 At schools, this means that face masks are no longer mandatory in all indoor spaces 
for school staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older.

Requirements for the use of masks are outlined below. Visitors and parents must also 
observe this guidance.

• Face masks are recommended, but not mandatory, for use by staff, students and 
visitors when physical distancing of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained.

• People aged 12 years and over must always carry a face mask – unless they have 
a lawful exemption.
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Hallam Values: 
Respect 
• Exhibiting good manners to all 

members of the college community

•  Caring for ourselves and others

•  Caring for the college environment

•  Valuing diversity in our college and 
the wider community
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Major Events
The next few weeks are busy times across the college. 
The key major events are:

1. Parent Teacher Interviews: March 9th – 3pm – 7.45pm

2. Curriculum Day: March 10th – Student free – VETis classes 
will operate from 1.30pm.

3. Max Session 1: March 15th 

4. Harmony Day: 19th March 

Parent Teacher Interviews
This Tuesday – March 9th - is the first parent teacher interviews 
for 2021. Importantly, it is a time where staff, students and 
parents/guardians can discuss student progress face to face. 

We encourage all parents/ guardians and students to book a 
time to discuss student progress. Bookings are via the compass 
portal. Interviews begin at 3pm and conclude at 7.45pm. 

All visitors to the college must follow Covid Safe processes by 
signing in at the front office and following the safe distancing 
limits.  

Curriculum Day 
Wednesday March 10 
This Wednesday is Curriculum Day at Hallam Senior College. 
This means classes in VCE, VCAL and Year 10 will not be 
operating. All staff at the college will be undertaking prescribed 
professional learning relating to assessment practices. 

VET classes which begin at 1.30pm will continue to operate. 
This is as a result of external students from other schools 
attending classes – all of which are only offered once a week.

All students will have work to undertake at home on 
Wednesday.

College Assembly
A major milestone of any year is the appointment of college 
leaders for the year. This Tuesday, a whole of College assembly 
will be held to induct our college leaders for 2021. 

Parents of the leadership group should have received an 
invitation from the Year 12 Coordinator – Karlene Morgan - to 
attend this formal event. 

Year 10 students in the Kitchen Garden MAX programme 
started planting some winter crops into the vegetable beds, 
brought in fresh mulch for the paths and assembled and 
installed our weather station ready to track conditions in the 
garden.

Students in Year 10 who are interested in working outdoors 
and learning more about green spaces are welcome to try 
the Innovation Academy: Horticulture course that runs on a 
Wednesday afternoon to see if they would like to be part of this 
programme that runs all year. For more information contact Mrs 
Morgan. 

With Clean Up Australia this Sunday, the focus in the kitchen 
garden this week was 'sustainability'.  Using some common 
household materials (white vinegar, steel wool and vegetable 
oil), Year 10 MAX students brought the garden tools back to life, 
ready to be used again.
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Feedback
We welcome feedback from students, families and members of the community. This information allows us to see where our 
strengths lie and also the areas in which we should seek to improve. 
Please email Business Manager, Jason Patten at: Jason.Patten@education.vic.gov.au or call 9703 1266. 

VET in Schools: Building & Construction

VET in Schools: Music

1 Students collaborating during the White Card Safety Training course (Working safely in the Construction industry) in our newly 
renovated learning spaces. 2 Year12 Building and Construction students applying safe work procedures of portable powertools. 
3&4 Year10 MAX student preparing surfaces for painting. 5 Students select appropriate portable power-tools. 6 Lachlan displaying 
satisfaction on a job well done.

1

4

2

5

3

6

Our Music students were absolutely 
thrilled to see new guitars in the 
classroom this week.

The 10 new instruments have been 
generously donated to the college by 
Musical Futures Australia. 

These instruments will be used in both 
the VET Music classes and the new 
CAPA Music program.
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VET in Schools: Hair & Beauty

Year 1 Beauty students are putting their new skills of hand/arm massaging and head, neck and shoulder massages into practice.

MAX, Project Runway teamwork creating sustainable wearable clothing….. some very creative concepts

Beauty Blitz donning gloves and a good dollop of blue paint. Challenge! Are we washing hands effectively?  
So important in Hair & Beauty.
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COE: AFL Boys
Meet the Coach: Darren Roe 
 

How did you get into coaching?

After playing footy, I always wanted to coach and keep learning and developing. 
I started coaching while still playing as an assistant and also Auskick,  
then onto junior and youth football and then onto pathways.

Tell us about your coaching philosophy?

Relationship coaching is huge for me, having a relationship with the squad and them knowing you have their back is vital.

My philosophy is development of myself and my team if I am continuing to learn and develop I can bring more to the players.  
At the end of the day it’s about trust, attitude and fun.

How do you define success for your athletes?

Athletes success can be measured in many different ways. Working with them to understand what they want to achieve through 
individual development plans and self evaluation tools form part of that. Some athletes want to follow a pathway to NAB, VFL or 
AFL, but others want to play with their close mates at senior local level.

Working with them to achieve their goals is defining success to me.

What AFL team do you follow and who is your favourite player and why?

I support Essendon with a soft spot for St.Kilda as I spend some time with their coaches in my academy work.

Favourite player is Patrick Dangerfield. He demonstrates the adaptable player that clubs want. He is a strong mid fielder but can 
also be damaging as a forward.

Center of Excellence (COE) News

What coaching qualifications and 
experience do you have?

• AFL accredited coach
• AFL accredited talent ID officer
• Head Coach AFL St.Kilda Academy 
• NAB League Dandenong Stingrays 

development coach
• V/Line Cup coach

Previous roles

• AFLSE Development inter league 
head coach

• FDJFL Development inter league 
assistant coach

• VFL development coach 
Casey Scorpions

Hot Cross Buns
This Easter, Bakers Delight are offering to deliver fresh Hot Cross Buns to our school on 
Tuesday March 23rd at a cost of $8.00 per 6 pack.

The cost of $8 per pack is the price Bakers Delight charge in store. In their endeavour to further 
support the school, Bakers Delight have offered to donate $2.00 from every order back to the 
school. This money will be used to further support programs such as Breakfast Club. 

See the website for more details and to download your order form 
http://www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au/hot-cross-buns/

The AFL Boys continue to enjoy their early morning training sessions. Not long to go before we start our 'season'. 


