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Welcome to Term 3

Important Dates

It has been a busy start to the Term with the the Yr 12 Victorian Tertiary
Admission information evening as well as the College Information evening taking
place in late July. The Science IT and Commerce sub school also celebrated the
great work of the Year 10 STEM program with the ‘Night of the Noteables’. The
evening was a chance for students to demonstrate their scientific understanding
through live, hands on experiments.

Thursday 9th August
Year 10 Immunisations

The College also celebrated student achievement through the Semester 1 Awards
evening on Wednesday 1st of August. This was a great night for those students and
parents that were able to attend. Due to a regrettable error with the invitations
there were many students and families that were unable to attend. In light of this
the College will be holding another awards evening on Wednesday 15 th of August.
My sincerest apologies for any inconvenience caused by this error.
The playing fields at the College are also now being utilized by students and staff.
The project has seen the re development of both the Rugby and Soccer pitch.
There are still some minor finishing works to take place but overall the success of
the project is highly evident with huge improvements to the drainage, irrigation
and playing surface.
Course selection is also well underway with Year 10 and 11 students making
selections via the online portal. This process will finish with students and parents
attending a course confirmation interview on Monday 13th August (Yr 11 into Yr
12) and Tuesday 14th August for Yr 10 into Yr 11. These confirmation interviews
are vital to assist students in making the best choices for their future pathway.
More information is found later in the newsletter.
Parent Teacher night will be on Tuesday 21st of August from 4pm until 8pm. This is
an excellent opportunity to check in with teachers and other staff regarding
student progress. These appointments will be open on Compass shortly.
The following day, Wednesday 22nd of August will be a student free day due to
staff professional development activities.
As outlined earlier in the year, the College will be undertaking a review. The
review process is mandated by the Department of Education and Training and it is
designed to enable schools to reflect on their progress and make plans for the
future. Our review will take place in Term 4 and coincides with reviews at the
Alliance schools of Fountain Gate and Gleneagles Secondary College. In the lead
up to the official review the College will be undertaking a ‘Pre Review and Self
Evaluation’. The self evaluation will lay the groundwork for the review in Term 4.
Part of the Self Evaluation involves seeking the views from students, staff, parents
and other organizations with an association or partnership with the school. In the
coming weeks I will be advertising to parents the various ways that they can be
involved to ensure their valuable opinions and views are heard. The information
for this will be made available via Compass.
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Monday 13th August
Year 11 to 12 course counselling
(no Year 11 classes)
Tuesday 14th August
Year 10 to 11 course counselling
(no Year 10 classes)
Wednesday 15th August
Semester 1 Awards evening
Tuesday 21st August
Parent Teacher Conference (4—8pm)
Wednesday 22nd August
Student Free Day
Friday 31st August
Debutante Ball at Merrimu
Receptions
Wednesday 12th September
Practice English Exam
Friday 21st September
Last Day Term 3

Welcome to Term 3 Cont.
In other news the College recently undertook its re-registration process in order to maintain our status as a Registered
Training Organisation (RTO). The auditor provided valuable feedback on areas for improvement as well as congratulating
the College on its high standards and outstanding commitment to Vocational Education and Training. Special thanks to all
members of the RTO Management Team and VET Teacher Trainers for their great work in making this audit process a
successful one.
If you haven’t done so already, please look the College up on Facebook to stay in touch with the wonderful work, events
and highlights at Hallam.
I would like to thank parents and staff for their ongoing support of the College and I am looking forward to a productive
and successful Term 3.
Many thanks,
David Caughey

Attendance and Course Completion
Students and parents should be aware of the importance of attending every class.
Every session missed at this time of the year means less time to catch up on any missed work before results deadlines.
If students fall behind they are unlikely to be able to achieve the requirements for satisfactory completion of their course.
Students should be aiming for a minimum 90% attendance in all classes.
Attendance is very important for all students but critical for VCE, VCAL and VET classes.
VET requires 90 hours of successfully completed units (UOCs) each semester to provide 1 credit for VCE and VCAL.
If a student misses one week of classes (4 hours of class time) they fall behind the rest of the group and may not be able
to catch up.
Please ensure that all classes are attended as we move towards completion of the year.
Students whose attendance drops away, are unlikely to complete the year successfully.

2019 Course Selection and Pathways Information
Students in Years 10 and 11 have started to select their subjects for 2019. They have all been given the website, username
and password and can access the site from home. This information is available from their SMART class teacher or the
Pathways Hub. We have organised Course Confirmation dates and invite you to attend to secure subjects for Year 11 and
12. Appointments can be made on Compass for the following dates:
Current Year 11 students are required to attend with parents on Monday 13th August for an appointment between 9am
and 7pm. There will be no Year 11 classes on this day.
Current Year 10 students are required to attend with parents on Tuesday 14th August for an appointment between 9am
and 7pm. There will be no Year 10 classes on this day.
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Parent Teacher Conferences 21st August
Parent Teacher Conferences will open for bookings on Compass on Monday 6th August. Parents are advised of the
following when booking appointments:
Appointment times. The appointment times are 6 minutes in length. Please avoid booking appointments ‘back to back’
as this does not allow for potential movement between locations. Parents are advised to leave at least one space between
each appointment and up to 2 spaces when appointments are in separate locations.
Staff availability and dinner breaks. Staff are required to take a dinner break during the parent teacher evening. These
breaks are staggered between 5pm and 7pm.
Unable to attend or unable to book a convenient appointment. In these cases, parents are advised to contact the staff
member via email using Compass.
Problems making appointments or accessing Compass. Please call the College and speak to a representative from your

2018 Parent Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual
survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected
parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student
behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school
planning and improvement strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are
anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time
within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in
a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese,
Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September.

Uniform and Hallam Basics
Uniform is, and will continue to remain a focus for the College.
Wearing of correct uniform by all students is noticeable in the community and helps establish a sense of pride and positive
regard for the College.
Correct uniform also improves safety in the college by allowing staff to easily identify visitors, or other people who may be
on college grounds without permission.
Please ensure that your son or daughter is always in correct uniform.
Please also ensure that your student has all the required equipment and books for each class – including:

Computers and Portable Devices
It is important that your son or daughter bring a laptop computer or similar device to school every day to ensure they can
complete all coursework.
There are not the same number of computers in the school as in recent times as the older devices have reached the end
of their usable life.
The college has a limited computer daily loan system subject to certain conditions. Please ensure that permission to
borrow forms are returned if your son or daughter requires a loan for a day.
Please see the college website for further information on the Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Program.
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Victoria University Visitors
On Friday 3rd of August senior staff members and lecturers from Victoria University visited a variety of classrooms to
observe the teaching and learning culture at Hallam Senior College. They were particularly interested in the High Impact
AVID strategies that many staff use to help students develop their own critical thinking and problem solving skills. Building
the explicit teaching of these skills into classes allows our students to develop their independent study skills, which in turn
will allow them to confidently keep learning in different environments outside of school such as TAFE or University. After
their classroom visits the VU staff joined Hallam staff for a debrief session where they shared their observations and
thoughts as to how these same strategies could be applied to their own students. Thanks again to the Hallam staff
involved, particularly Mr Dmitri Podsytnik and Ms Lyn Clarkson, for opening their classrooms.

Diverge—Scholarships for Students
Diverge is a two-day careers workshop that enables Year 10 students to research a career or field that they aspire to, and
helps put them in contact with people who work within it. As an AVID school Hallam Senior College has been able to offer
two scholarships to current Year 10 students to attend the programme that is run by the Reach Foundation. At the time of
printing the applications for these scholarships were still being accepted. Successful applicants will be celebrated through
the school’s website and assemblies.

Guest Speakers for VCAL
On Friday 3rd of August a combined group of Intermediate and Senior VCAL students were able to meet and talk with
members of the Operations Team from the Buildings and Property Division of Monash University. The guest speakers
included the Electrical Services Coordinator, the Building Services Coordinator and the Senior Urban Space Coordinator.
All speakers began their careers with an apprenticeship after school and worked their way up from there. They shared
with the VCAL students the skills, knowledge and qualifications that enabled them to make the progress they have, and
spent time answering the students’ questions.

VET Sport and Recreation—Coaching
The Year One VET Sport and Recreation Coaching class have assisted at 2 Primary School events recently. Firstly they
acquitted themselves very well assisting at the Endeavour Hills District Cross Country, then the Narre Warren North
Primary School Athletics. In both events they received very high praise from staff, parents and students for their
willingness to assist in any task and the manner in which they conducted themselves during the day. This class is a credit
to themselves, the school and the VET program.

Library News
The library are excited to announce that the axolotl has laid eggs! We are hoping for at least one or two to make it to
adulthood. In the meantime, if you’d like to track the progress of the eggs, visit http://axolotlsofhallamsc.edublogs.org/
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Bite Back—Positive Psychology Program
The Black Dog Institute has relaunched its online BITE BACK program with new interactive and gamified elements, in a
bid to boost teenagers’ wellbeing and resilience.
Aimed at high school students, BITE BACK is Australia’s only free positive psychology program for adolescents aged 12-18.
The evidence-based program was redesigned with input from young Australians and features modules to assist with
reducing stress, building resilience, improving relationships and focus, and goal-setting.
Users collect a token after completing various activities, quizzes and stories each week, with three tokens unlocking the
chance to win a $250 voucher for popular brands like Nike, Cotton On, Westfield, Nintendo and Bonds.
A six-week “Mental Fitness” Challenge serves as a capstone module to the program, helping teens entrench their
learnings and track their progress with handy tips and weekly activities on gratitude, mindfulness, social connections and
strengths.
Scarlett Kendrew, 12, from Sydney Secondary College Leichardt Campus said BITE BACK has helped her feel more
proactive about looking after her mental wellbeing.
“I’ve really enjoyed the surveys to make sure I’m doing well, whether that’s to be more grateful or more mindful. It
updates you on your progress, gives you tips and lets you set reminders on how to improve, which I think my peers would
enjoy too,” she said.
“Most mental health lessons we receive are delivered in classrooms where you have to sit down and listen, but this is
more interactive and personal than other types of education.”
An earlier randomised controlled trial showed BITE BACK was effective in decreasing symptoms of depression and anxiety,
and increased wellbeing in young people, particularly those who used the website for more than 30 minutes per week.
“BITE BACK can address early signs of mental health problems by getting young people to focus on their strengths, and by
building their resilience to stress,” said Clinical Psychologist Professor Vijaya Manicavasagar, who led the previous study.
“Today’s teenagers face specific mental health challenges – peer pressure, cyberbullying, managing relationships, dealing
with social media and the impact of social media on their self-esteem. Young people also commonly have difficulties in
dealing with intense and overwhelming emotions.
“Rather than targeting teens when mental health issues are already present, BITE BACK takes a preventative approach by
helping young people to identify and focus on the good things in their lives.
“Despite negative press, online platforms can be beneficial for young people’s mental health as they provide access to
help at any time and any place.
“It’s important for teenagers to feel in control of their mental wellbeing and being able to seek out information and learn
skills on their own terms online also means they’re often able to seek help earlier before issues progress to a clinical
level.”
BITE BACK is being rolled out to schools Australia-wide with dedicated webinars for educators to support integration of
the new site into their programming.
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Buses Replacing Trains—4 August to 8 September 2018
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Buses Replacing Trains—4 August to 8 September 2018
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Information Session
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Text Book Supplier—New Address
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Visual Arts Events
The Hallam Community Art Exhibition will be running from 16th to 29th August. This is an invitation to parents,
staff, friends, ex students to exhibit their work in the College Gallery. Please visit the College website or click here for
further information and application form.

All students are invited to submit entries for Wallara's 'Picture This' art competition the theme is their interpretation of
social inclusion for people with different abilities. Entry forms and further information available from the Arts/
Humanities sub school. The winning entry receives 6 tickets to a concert, $250 and their work reproduced onto the side of
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Brotherhood of St Laurence Savings Account
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