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Monday 4th June— Friday 15th June 

Mid Year Exams 

VCAL Folio Presentations 

 

Monday 11th June 

Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

 

Wednesday 13th June 

GAT Exam 10am 

 

Monday 18th June 

Semester 2 Begins 

 

Friday 29th June 

Last Day Term 2 

 

Monday 16th July 

First Day Term 3 

 

 

Issue 25  

18th May, 2018 

Important Dates  

We are excited to be taking part in this year’s Next Gen challenge for Year 10 
students. This will be the third year in a row that Hallam Senior College have sent 
teams of students to compete, and the first year that it will be held at Bunjil Place in 
Fountain Gate. The students who take part will be given a challenge, set by the local 
Council, then will work in teams to create a business solution to the challenge. At the 
end of the week, Friday 11th May, there will be a presentation and awards ceremony 
at Bunjil Place that parents and guardians are invited to attend. We look forward to 
telling you know about the challenge in the next newsletter. 

Illuminate Education – Next Gen Challenge 

On 22 March Year 11 & 12 VCE Drama Students attended an educational and very 
moving performance "HART" about the Stolen generations. This was presented by 
She Said Theatre at the Whitehorse Centre Theatre. Using testimonials from 3 men 
of different generations, and his own experiences, actor Ian Michael wove a very 
powerful web of stories together. He shared a wonderful combination of humorous 
and heartbreaking moments from their lives.  

Drama HART Performance 

We’ve welcomed the new axolotl to the library with a naming competition – 
congratulations to Emily Cecil from winning with the name Exodus. Exodus joins 
Libros Nyx, come and visit the library and meet the little family! 

Study4Success runs in the library Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from the end of 
classes until 5:30pm. Tutors from Embrace Education and Monash University are 
available from 1:30-2:30 on Wednesday afternoons, and staff are available for 
additional assistance. We even provide snacks to give students sustenance to get 
through long hours hitting the books! 

Bunjil Place Library has started a Homework Club on Friday afternoons. Visit https://
www.cclc.vic.gov.au/event/homework-club/2018-05-11/ or click here for more 
information. 

Library News 

https://www.cclc.vic.gov.au/event/homework-club/2018-05-11/
https://www.cclc.vic.gov.au/event/homework-club/2018-05-11/
https://www.cclc.vic.gov.au/event/homework-club/2018-05-11/
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Careers News 

Mock Interviews 

Half of our Year 10 students participated in Mock Interviews on Wednesday 2nd May. We were fortunate to have 
interviewers from SELLEN, RACV, the Taxation Department and Mitre 10. It was a fantastic opportunity for students to 
participate in an interview with someone they had never met. The students looked very professional and conducted 
themselves in a very proficient manner. It was great to see the students approaching the task focused and ready to 
respond to interview questions. Students will be provided with feedback next week. 

Work Experience 

Reminder that students in WOW classes in Semester 1 need to have their Work Experience finalised by the end of May. 
The dates for the program are 15th October – 26th October. Please contact the Pathways Hub if you have any questions. 

Experience Deakin 

We have an opportunity for some Year 10 students to visit Deakin University at the end of May. If any Year 10 students 
would like to participate, please see Ms Carlos asap. Future excursions include Cerberus. 

Please email me if you have any careers questions via Compass. 

Regards, 

Bronwyn Carlos. 

Softball—Southern Zone Regional Finals 

Hallam put on a show at the Southern Zone Regional Finals on Wed May 2nd.   The game all starts with the pitching and we 

have welcomed Ariana Hollis to our small group this year.  Ariana was a member of the Under 15 Victorian State Team this 

year.  She pitched magnificently in all games during the day with intimidating pace and control.  The opposition teams 

were happy to get a touch on the ball, let alone a hit!  We couldn’t have let Ariana loose on the day without a highly 

capable player in the catching position.  Taleisha Stoter-Wallace usually plays outfield, so to put on the catching 

equipment and catch to the pace of Ariana was exceptional in itself.  However, she then demonstrated some great 

catching potential, handling a complex and challenging position with the grit and determination required of a catcher.  

Chloe Hendy helped to hold the infield together at first base.  A true gutsy effort coming back from surgery and injury.  A 

big part of the team, learning the skills, the rules and the strategies, are Jonesy, Robbo, Bronte, Kaitlynn, Rebecca, and 

Eliza.  Robbo hit very well again and was solid at third base making a key out from a smart play by Jonesy at shortstop 

against Hampton Park.  Jonesy again led off the batting line up, really finding her form with the bat as the games went on.  

Her understanding of strategy has added another dimension to her natural talent and sporting determination.  Kaitlynn 

fielded 1000 (that’s lots of plays with no errors) at second base and was also the first of our players to hit an automatic 

triple.  Bronte, Rebecca and Eliza held firm in the outfield positions, the last line of defence, to complete an impenetrable 

defence.  Their contributions with the bat were enormous with many hits and base-on-balls to consistently put scoring 

pressure on the opposition.  Also a big thank you to ex-Australian player Roz Hendy for assistant coaching on the day. 

Scores for the day:  Hallam 7 runs to McKinnon 0 

   Hallam 9 runs to Hampton Park 1 

   Hallam 8 runs to Mac Robertson Girls High 2 
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General Achievement Test (GAT) 

General Achievement Test (GAT) 

All Year 11 and Year 12 VCE students enrolled in one or more VCE, or scored VCE/VET Unit 3 and 4 subjects MUST sit the 

GAT 

 

It is not compulsory for VCAL students enrolled in one or more VCE, or scored VCE/VET Unit 3 and 4 subjects to undertake 

the GAT, however they may choose to complete the GAT if they wish to. VCAL students must notify Ms. Cox in the 

curriculum office before May 18 if they wish to complete the GAT.  

 

What is the General Achievement Test? 

The General Achievement Test is a test of general knowledge and skills in: 

 Written communication  

 Mathematics, science and technology  

 Humanities, the arts and social sciences 

These areas are very broad. 

Each represents a body of general knowledge and skills that students are likely to have built up through their school years.  

There are GAT revision sessions in the first week of the mid year exam period. Time and location will be noted on 

individual exam timetables. Students will already have done preparation for the GAT in past study of subjects like English, 

Mathematics, Science and History, where they have built up general knowledge and skills in writing, numeracy and 

reasoning. These are the knowledge and skills that will be tested. 

Students can get a good idea of the questions by looking at previous GAT papers. Students are encouraged to familiarise 

themselves with these questions and note that all the information needed to work out the right answer is provided.  

 

Why do students have to do the GAT? 

The GAT is an essential part of the VCE assessment procedures. 

Although GAT results do not count directly towards a student’s VCE results, they play an important role in checking that 

school-based and external assessments have been accurately assessed, and in calculating Derived Examination Scores. 

The GAT is used in these ways because achievement on the GAT is a good predictor of achievement on other assessments. 

If students have done well on the GAT, then their achievements are likely to be high on their school-based and external 

assessments.  Clearly, some GAT questions relate more closely to achievement in particular studies. The VCAA takes this 

into account when it calculates students’ expected achievements in each study for each school. For example, GAT results 

in mathematics, science and technology play only a minor part in calculating students’ expected achievements in 

humanities studies. 

 

How is the GAT used?  

The VCAA will use students’ GAT scores as a basis for: 

Contributing to statistical moderation of school-based assessment results  

Checking the accuracy of external assessment marking  

Calculating the Derived Examination Scores  

 

When is the GAT? 

June 13 10.00am – 1.15pm ECA Centre 
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General Achievement Test (GAT) Cont. 

When is the GAT? 

June 13 10.00am – 1.15pm ECA Centre 

Students must arrive 20 minutes prior to the start of the GAT to be marshaled and seated in time for the 10.00am start. 

Students will have a designated seat in the exam room. 

VCAA examination rules apply 

Students MUST NOT bring electronic devices including mobile phones into the exam room. Penalties are severe and can 

include having the phone confiscated by VCAA for 3 months or more while an investigation is undertaken. 

There will be a sausage sizzle for students who have completed the GAT directly after the exam finishes. 

Mid Year Exams Monday 4th June—Thursday 15th June 

All students will receive an individual exam period timetable with times and locations of exams or other activities 

 

All year Levels and Certificates 

Mid Year exams will run for the majority of year 10 subjects, year 11 VCE subjects, year 12 VCE subjects and VCE/VET 

(scored) year 2 subjects 

 

There are no mid year exams for year 1 VET subjects 

It is not compulsory for VCAL students to undertake exams, however they may choose to complete exams. VCAL students 

must notify Ms. Cox in the curriculum office before May 9, if they wish to complete mid year exams 

 

Year 10 

There will be mid year exams for the majority of year 10 subjects. There will be no scheduled classes for year 10 subjects 

 

VCE Year 11 and Year 1 VET 

There will be mid year exams for all VCE Unit 1 (Year 11) subjects. There will be no scheduled classes for all VCE Unit 1 

(Year 11) or Year 1 VET subjects during the mid year examination period 

There are no mid year exams for year 1 VET subjects 

 

VCE Year 12 and Year 2 VET  

Year 12 VCE and Year 2 VCE/VET (scored) subjects will have exams as a part of the examination period program  

There will be no scheduled classes for all VCE Unit 3 and Year 2 VCE/VET or VET subjects during the mid year examination 

period 

GAT Revision Workshops: English Focus and Maths Focus: Week 1 of exam period (See individual timetables for times 

and locations) 

VCAL Foundation (Year 11) 

There will be no scheduled classes for all Foundation VCAL subjects during the mid year examination period  

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Monday 4 June – Friday 8 June 

Foundation VCAL portfolio presentations Tuesday 12 June – Thursday 15 June  

 

VCAL Intermediate (Year 11) 

There will be no scheduled classes for all Intermediate VCAL subjects during the mid year examination period 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Monday 4 June – Friday 8 June 

Intermediate VCAL portfolio presentations Tuesday 12 June – Thursday 15 June  
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Mid Year Exams Cont. 

VCAL Senior (Year 12) 

There will be no scheduled classes for all Senior VCAL subjects during the mid year examination period 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Monday 4 June – Friday 8 June 

Senior VCAL portfolio presentations Tuesday 12 June – Thursday 15 June  

 

  

Attendance  

If a student is unable to attend an exam period session, (exam, portfolio presentation or other activity), for a valid reason, 

or if they are unwell, the Sub School Leader must be notified immediately to discuss alternative arrangements. An exam 

may be rescheduled to a more suitable time. There will be no changes to exam timetables after June 4 unless the above 

procedure has been followed 

 

In cases where there is a gap between exams on the same day students are expected to remain at school and complete 

study and revision until their next exam. Students do not have permission to ‘come and go’ between exams 

  

 

Examination Rules and Procedures for Student Conduct  

Students must wear full school uniform to each exam or activity 

Bags, books and pencil cases are not to be taken into the exam room and should be left in student’s lockers.  Any such 

items brought to the exam room will have to be left outside.  This includes mobile phones/listening devices, which may 

not be taken into the exam room – these will be confiscated 

The subject teacher must approve language dictionaries in advance. No Thesauruses are allowed including combined 

Thesauruses /Dictionaries. EAL students are allowed a bilingual Dictionary 

There is to be no talking or communicating with other students in the examination room 

Students are not to write anything in the reading time. Students will be directed when to commence writing 

The instruction to “Stop Writing” at the end of the exam is to be strictly followed 

No student will be permitted to leave an examination early 

Students must raise their hand and wait in their seat to communicate with a supervisor 

Students can only go to the toilet one at a time accompanied by a supervisor. Students must sign the toilet register 

indicating time departed and time returned 

  

Students are advised to:  

Be in attendance at the exam area at least 15 minutes before the exam 

Have Photo ID & VCAA number (for GAT & VCE exams) on them for identification & seat allocation purposes 

Have their own stationery including spare biros/pens and pencils, as it is not permissible to borrow in the examination 

room. Lined paper is supplied 

Only bring water bottles that are clear/see through and have no labels 
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